AFTER  MOTHER  INDIA

These suggestions are demolished by Assemblyman
Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda, proponent of the before-
mentioned1 bill to regulate Hindu child marriages, and
in no uncertain terms :

The law of the age of consent, so far as marital
relations are concerned, is a dead letter, and has
done little practical good except the slight educa-
tive effect which it has had on certain classes of
people. The law regarding the age of consent has
been in existence a pretty long time, but the last
Census Report says :

There is little evidence in the Census figures to
suggest that the practice of infant marriage is
dying out.'2

One difficulty of enforcing the Age of Consent Act,
especially when relating to married people, was ex-
plained in March, 1937, by Mr. A. Y. G. Campbell,
in the Madras Legislature :

We have recently received from the High Court
statistics of the number of prosecutions and con-
victions under Section 376 of the Indian Penal
Code, which relates to rape, when the accused was
the husband of the woman. The number of cases
during the five years preceding the Act of 1925
was nil and the number of cases since the Act has
also been nil. It is hardly to be wondered at that
there were no prosecutions at all, for who will be
the prosecutors ? The wife or the parents or guar-

1 See ante, p. 78.

* Legislative Assembly Debates, September isth, 1927, p. 4,408.